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Company moves to Beach for its ease of travel
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VIRGINIA BEACH

It's not something economic developers hear very often - a business
moving to Hampton Roads to have more access to commercial airline
flights.

But for a small company that operated for nearly two decades on
Martha's Vineyard, an island off Cape Cod in Massachusetts, the
region seems a hub of air travel.

The Bead Goes On, an importer and distributor of specialty beads and
silver jewelry, packed up last year and headed hundreds of miles
down the East Coast to set up shop in a small Virginia Beach
warehouse near Lynnhaven Mall.

"The bottom line was we had to get off Martha's Vineyard because of
the inconvenience of travel," said Sally Roesler, the company's owner.
"We have wholesale clients from around the country, and the airport
here is a major improvement over Martha's Vineyard."

Roesler started the company in 1989 and began importing beads from
Thailand, Nepal and Indonesia. The next year, she opened a retail
store called Beadniks.

In 2003, Roesler began franchising the bead store,  marketing the idea
to some of her longtime customers. The company now has eight
franchise locations across the country, and last year had revenue of
nearly $900,000 between warehouse sales and franchise fees.

The decision to relocate came after Roesler began traveling more
regularly to trade shows and conferences to promote the franchise.
She also often would invite potential clients to visit her operations.

Before settling on Virginia Beach, Roesler considered Las Vegas;
Santa Fe, N.M.; and Charleston, S.C.

Roesler also cited the region's lower cost of living and lower costs to
import goods through the port of Hampton Roads. She said the port's
proximity to her Virginia Beach warehouse, where she employs six
people including herself  and her husband, is also helpful.

The company's franchise stores are in Martha's Vineyard; Chicago;
Santa Monica, Calif.; Denver;  Park City, Utah; Naples, Fla.; West
Chester, Pa.; and the Mall of America in Bloomington, Minn.

Roesler said she hopes she can sell  the idea for a store in Virginia
Beach.

Warren Harris, the city's economic development director, said it's not often that a business decides to move to Virginia Beach for commercial
airline access.

"That's very unique," he said. "For the corporate exec, there is a greater desire for access to direct flights and international flights."

For Roesler, even the ability to travel by car, if through tunnels,  was a bonus.

"Now, I don't have to take the ferry," she said.

Josh Brown, (757) 446-2318, josh.brown@pilotonline.com
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Sally Roesier runs a franchise of specialty bead stores
across the country and recently moved her base
operations from Martha's Vineyard to Virginia Beach.
(David B. Hollingsworth | The Virginian-Pilot)

TOOLBOX

Print

Email

SAVE & SHARE

Delicious

Digg

Reddit

Facebook

Google

Yahoo

VIDEO

Most Read  Most Comments

È Franklin  paper  mill to close; 1,100 to lose jobs

È Father  devastated after  crash kills wife  and 'baby girl'

È Virginia  Beach draws national conference for 2012

È SPSA spent  $3.4 million for advice on how to save money

È 8 men charged in  motorcycle club case due in  court  today

Systems Maintenance Supervisor
Norfolk, Virginia Hampton Roads

NASA Langley
unveils  space
'suitcase'

Pilot @ Practice:
Derek DiNardo, Cox
(Cox 11)

In the Driver's Seat -
2010 Jeep Wrangler

On the trail with
Creigh Deeds

On the trail with  Bob
McDonnell

Laugh Therapy. No
joke!

Goggles help teach
dangers of drunken
driving

   

News Sports Entertainment Community Guides Life Video The Virginian-Pilot
 

Jobs  Autos  Homes  Rentals  Shopping  Yellow Pages

Log In  | Create Account  | Email/Wireless Alerts  | RSS Feeds Search this site  Search

http://hamptonroads.com/weather
http://hamptonroads.com/weather/maps/twc300
http://hamptonroads.com/traffic
http://hamptonroads.com/pilotonline
http://hamptonroads.com/2007/10/business
http://hamptonroads.com/category/pilotonline.com/business
http://hamptonroads.com/category/virginia-beach
http://hamptonroads.com/user/login?destination=comment/reply/498723
http://hamptonroads.com/user/register?destination=comment/reply/498723
http://hamptonroads.com/2008/08/josh-brown
http://hamptonroads.com/user/login?destination=comment/reply/498723
http://hamptonroads.com/user/register?destination=comment/reply/498723
http://hamptonroads.com/posting-guidelines
http://media.hamptonroads.com/cache/files/images/258961.jpg
http://media.hamptonroads.com/cache/files/images/258961.jpg
http://hamptonroads.com/print/498723
http://hamptonroads.com/forward/login?destination=forward/498723
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhamptonroads.com%2F2009%2F02%2Fcompany-moves-beach-its-ease-travel&title=+Company+moves+to+Beach+for+its+ease+of+travel
http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url=http%3A%2F%2Fhamptonroads.com%2F2009%2F02%2Fcompany-moves-beach-its-ease-travel&title=+Company+moves+to+Beach+for+its+ease+of+travel
http://reddit.com/submit?url=http%3A%2F%2Fhamptonroads.com%2F2009%2F02%2Fcompany-moves-beach-its-ease-travel&title=+Company+moves+to+Beach+for+its+ease+of+travel
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhamptonroads.com%2F2009%2F02%2Fcompany-moves-beach-its-ease-travel&t=+Company+moves+to+Beach+for+its+ease+of+travel
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/mark?op=add&bkmk=http%3A%2F%2Fhamptonroads.com%2F2009%2F02%2Fcompany-moves-beach-its-ease-travel&title=+Company+moves+to+Beach+for+its+ease+of+travel
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet?u=http%3A%2F%2Fhamptonroads.com%2F2009%2F02%2Fcompany-moves-beach-its-ease-travel&t=+Company+moves+to+Beach+for+its+ease+of+travel
javascript:change_tab('most_read','most_commented');javascript:select_tab('mr','mc')
javascript:change_tab('most_commented','most_read');javascript:select_tab('mc','mr')
http://hamptonroads.com/2009/10/franklin-paper-mill-close-1100-lose-jobs
http://hamptonroads.com/2009/10/father-devastated-after-crash-kills-wife-and-baby-girl-0
http://hamptonroads.com/2009/10/virginia-beach-draws-national-conference-2012
http://hamptonroads.com/2009/10/spsa-spent-34-million-advice-how-save-money
http://hamptonroads.com/2009/10/8-men-charged-motorcycle-club-case-due-court-today
http://pilot.careers.adicio.com/careers/jobsearch/detail/jobId/20143546/viewType/featured
javascript:AdClicked(clickLineVarName1206325041);
http://hamptonroads.tv/hrtv.php?id=6814552
http://hamptonroads.tv/hrtv.php?id=6795211
http://hamptonroads.tv/hrtv.php?id=6725308
http://hamptonroads.tv/hrtv.php?id=6604540
http://hamptonroads.tv/hrtv.php?id=6739044
http://hamptonroads.tv/hrtv.php?id=6702679
http://hamptonroads.tv/hrtv.php?id=6688009
http://hamptonroads.com/pilotonline
http://www.hamptonroads.com/
http://www.hamptonroads.tv/
http://classified.hamptonroads.com/placead.cfm
http://classified.hamptonroads.com/
http://hamptonroads.com/2007/10/news
http://hamptonroads.com/2007/10/sports
http://hamptonroads.com/2007/10/entertainment
http://hamptonroads.com/2007/11/community
http://hamptonroads.com/2007/12/guides
http://hamptonroads.com/2007/12/life
http://hamptonroads.tv/
http://www.thevirginianpilot.com/
http://jobs.hamptonroads.com/
http://drive.hamptonroads.com/
http://realestate.hamptonroads.com/
http://apartments.hamptonroads.com/
http://shop.hamptonroads.com/
http://find.hamptonroads.com/?search_channel=LB&search_term=businesses
http://hamptonroads.com/user
http://hamptonroads.com/user/register
http://hamptonroads.com/alerts
http://hamptonroads.com/rssfeeds


10/22/09 2:47 PMCompany moves to Beach for its ease of travel | HamptonRoads.com | PilotOnline.com

Page 2 of 2http://hamptonroads.com/2009/02/company-moves-beach-its-ease-travel

PilotOnline.com
News

Local News

US/World News

Business

Military

Crime

Opinion

Obituaries

Specials  and Multimedia

Sports

High School Sports

National  Sports

Weather

Traffic

Lottery

HamptonRoads.com
Entertainment

Local Events Calendar

Restaurants

Movies

Local Attractions

Community

Blogs

Photo Sharing

Local Guides

City Guides

Best  of Hampton Roads

Life

Home and Garden

Food and Cooking

HamptonRoads.tv
Original  Local Videos

Latest Videos

Traffic  Cameras

Submit  a  Video

Jobs

Autos

Homes

Rentals

Shopping

Yellow Pages

Career Connection

Drive

Real Estate

Apartments

Coupons

Business Directory

Classifieds

Place an Ad

© 1993-2009, HamptonRoads.com | PilotOnline.com | HamptonRoads.tv
About Us | Advertising Info | Feedback | Join Our Team | Privacy Policy

Creigh Deeds
Pumping up taxes in Richmond Learn About Deeds
Gas Tax Plan
DeedsUncut.com

Air Travel Deals
Book Your Flight to Any Travel Destination. Plus, No
Booking Fees.
www.Travelocity.com

reply report violation hide all comments from this user 0  or 0

reply report violation hide all comments from this user 0  or 0

Comments do not reflect the views of The Virginian-Pilot or its Web sites. Comments are automatically checked for
inappropriate language, but readers might find some comments offensive or inaccurate. If you believe a comment
violates our rules, click the "Report Violation" link below the comment.

[-] Hide Comments

WHAT?

Submitted by EvanJ  on Thu, 02/19/2009 at  8:53 pm.

The cost of living here is cheap compared to Martha's Vineyard.

UH, THE COST OF LIVING IN

Submitted by Ethan  on Thu, 02/19/2009 at  1:49 am.

Uh, the cost of living in Hampton Roads is pretty high. Also, the flights often require connecting flights. The port argument is valid
though.
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